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Website 'Constructive' Tool on Fracking
  MATTHEW DALY, Associated Press

In this May 26, 2011 file photo, Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., speaks to reporters on Capitol Hill in Washington. With more than 20 projects to export liquefied natural gas
(LNG) under review by the Energy Department, Wyden, chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, said officials should seek a “sweet spot” for

LNG exports, allowing enough to spur drilling and increase gas supplies, but not enough to create export-driven price hikes. (AP Photo/Harry Hamburg, File)

WASHINGTON (AP) — The chairman of the Senate Energy Committee says a website
partially funded by the oil and gas industry is a constructive tool that could be used
by federal regulators in requiring public disclosure of the chemicals used in
hydraulic fracturing operations.

Sen. Ron Wyden of Oregon stopped short of endorsing FracFocus.org but said it
could be helpful as lawmakers and federal agencies consider ways to regulate
hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking.

A draft rule issued by the Interior Department last week would rely on FracFocus to
track the chemicals used in fracking operations on public lands. The 2-year-old
website was formed by industry and intergovernmental groups. It allows users to
gather data on more than 45,000 wells across the country.

A dozen states use FracFocus to help regulate fracking.
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