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16 Arrests at UMWA Patriot Coal Protest
JOHN RABY, Associated Press
CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP) — United Mine Workers of America President Cecil Roberts
was among 16 people arrested Monday in the latest demonstration about bankrupt
Patriot Coal's plan to eliminate health care benefits for 23,000 current and retired
miners and their families.
"I feel great," Roberts said as he was being placed in a Charleston police cruiser.
More than 6,000 people from several states participated in a rally and subsequent
march, which UMW spokesman Phil Smith called one of the largest organized by the
union.
An overflow crowd packed the Charleston Civic Center to hear speakers such as
Roberts, U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin, Gov. Earl Ray Tomlin and AFL-CIO President Richard
Trumka. The crowd then walked a few blocks to outside an office building containing
Patriot's West Virginia offices for more speeches.
The crowd held hundreds of signs and chanted phrases such as "promises kept,
promises broke" and "shame on you."
"I hope Patriot takes a good look at this crowd and these faces because you're going
to get real familiar with us," Trumka said. "We're here to tell you a real simple
message: Do what's right, or you won't have any peace. We'll be here until our
brothers and sisters get the benefits that they earned."
Patriot, which filed for bankruptcy in July 2012, claims its retiree health liability has
ballooned to $1.6 billion. The company wants to modify its collective bargaining
agreement and create a trust fund for retiree health care benefits, contending the
move is needed to save 4,000 existing jobs.
The union has sued Peabody Energy and Arch Coal in West Virginia, claiming they
deliberately set up Patriot to fail so pension and health care benefits could be shed.
After the 2007 spinoff, Patriot acquired mines that Arch had spun off into Magnum
Coal.
Smith, the UMW spokesman, said Patriot is seeking to eliminate health care benefits
for 10,700 retired miners, plus 5,800 spouses and widows. The remainder of the
proposed cuts — about 6,500 — involve active workers and their dependents.
The House of Delegates and state Senate have adopted resolutions calling for
Patriot Coal to honor its commitments.
Dennis Baisden, 62, of Logan, retired last week from Patriot subsidiary Apogee Coal
in southern West Virginia because of health problems.
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"I depend on my medical benefits to take care of me, and here they're threatening
to take them all away," Baisden said. "It's time for the workers to stand up for their
rights."
The arrests occurred on steps leading to Patriot Coal's offices after Roberts and the
others refused a police order to move.
It marked the third time since late January that Roberts had been arrested in
protests. The other arrests occurred in St. Louis, where Peabody, Patriot and Arch
Coal are based.
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